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1789
 

 – Creation of U.S.  War Department 

1792
 

 – Militia Act of 1792 (revised 1795) 

1820s-1880s
 

 – wars of pacification and “Indian removal” 

1846-1848
 

: Mexican-American War.  

1860-1865
Fought through organized state militia 
 – Southern Secession and U.S. Civil War 

Union/Lincoln displays heavy reliance upon civil  authority and expertise 
 
1865-1877

Federal occupation of Southern states  
 – Reconstru ction 

 
1898 – Annexation of Hawaii 
1898-1899

Sinking of the Maine (February 15, 1898,  Havana, Cuba) 
 Spanish-American War 

Fall of Manila 
 

1899-1902
Boxer Rebellion 
 Philippine Insurrection 

 
1899
 

 – General Staff Reforms, led by Secretary of War Elihu Root (appointed 1899, by President Wm McKinley)  

Root publishes Col. Emory Upton's The Military Policy of  the United States (1904). 
 
Replace Commanding General with Chief of Staff,  answerable to Secretary of War.  
 
Establishment of Army War College (1901, 1903) 

 
Emulation of Prussian system (witness Austro-Prussian War of 1866, Franco-Prussian War of 1870-71): general 
staff, training system, mass conscription and reserve system. 

 
1902

Dick Militia Bill (1903), replaces  Militia Act of 1792, creates two forms of National Guard: the Organized 
Militia (“National Guard”), and the Reserve Militia.  Organized Militia would assume General Army 
organization within five years.  

 – beginning of National Guard Reforms 

 
1905
 

 – Field Service Regulations (deployment and organization of forces  in field combat).  Revised 1910 and 1914.  

1910

 

 – Maj. General Leonard Wood becomes Chief of Staff.  Creation of three permanent infantry divisions by General 
Staff.  

1912
 

: dismissal of Maj. Gen. Fred C. Ainsworth, The Adjutant General, primary opponent of general staff system  

1914-1917 World War I in European Theater 
1917-1918

American Expeditionary Force (AEF) 
 American involvement in WWI 

 


